Western Bluebird Nestbox Plans

Materials List
e Standard board 1" x 6" x 4'long
e Standard board 1" x 10" x 10 %" long (for roof)
e 1%”galvanized nails or screws—approx. 20
e 1%”galvanized screw or nail for pivot point—2
e Galvanized nail for holding door closed—1

Note: Cedar is the preferred choice due to the wet weather conditions on southern Vancouver Island and in
the Gulf Islands. Other types of wood can also be used, but are less durable. Use clear wood (knots tend to
dry up or rot out, and create holes in the nestbox over time).

e Keep wood as natural as possible—painting boxes is not necessary
e Make the entrance hole exactly 1 %" in diameter to exclude invasive European Starlings and
Eastern Grey Squirrels

Our volunteers have perfected these boxes over time and like to pass along these important tips:

e the top of the side and front panels should be beveled (cut on an angle) so that the roof fits
well; make sure to use screws to attach the roof (otherwise the roof comes off!)

e the door flap should have a little free play so that it doesn’t swell shut in wet weather

e the nail hole (to secure the door flap shut) should be drilled bigger than the nail, and set at a
downward angle to prevent the peg from falling out

e create a ventilation space by lowering the front and side pieces %" to %5” from the roof

e galvanized nails or deck screws are best for securing the door flap closed—otherwise they
rust shut and the box cannot be opened for cleaning
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CONSTRUCTION PLAN

119 L 10 1/4" ,
I 1 I 1
#0° FROHT
SIDE SIDE "
R
- -}
[l
= &
= -
L
Drainage _
corner cuts Y 1
\\ | ————
1=}
ROOF R
FLOOR ) BACK
' 1012 ' ’

Pivot
SCIEWS

Double
headed
nail

/

=

Orill hole through
“fromt" and side of
door to hold door
closed with nail

approx 1" 1 34"

vent

Pivot
SCIEWS

SECR R S

Recess _T

bottom 1/4"

Copyright: North American Bluebird Society, Inc. December 29, 2006

www.nabluebirdsociety.org/eastwestbox.htm



