
Why the species is at risk
Historic decline is likely the result of habitat conversion at all sites. Fire
suppression and invasion of stands by Douglas-fir (Pseudotsuga menziesii),
snowberry (Symphoricarpos albus), Scotch broom* (Cytisus scoparius) and
other non-native species (particularly grasses) has likely altered suitable
habitat. Some colonies are limited to a few hundred individual stems and
may be in danger of becoming extirpated (locally extinct).

What you can do to help this species
Management practices should be tailored to the needs of the site. Potential
management tools will depend on the specific circumstances and may
require experimentation prior to implementation. Before taking any action,
expert advice should be obtained, and no action taken without it.
Please refer to the introductory section of this manual.
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English name white-top aster 

Scientific name Aster curtus

Family Asteraceae (Aster)

Other scientific names Sericocarpus rigidus

Risk status
BC: imperilled (S2); red-listed
Canada: threatened (N2); COSEWIC: threatened
Global: vulnerable (G3)
Elsewhere: Oregon - threatened (S2); Washington - vulnerable (S3)

Range/Known distribution
White-top aster occurs on the
westcoast of North America from
southwestern British Columbia
along the western slopes of the
Cascade Mountains from
Washington to southern Oregon. In
Canada it is restricted to
southeastern Vancouver Island and
is at the northern extent of its
geographic range in North America.
Existing populations may represent
remnants of a once continuous
distribution along southeastern
Vancouver Island. Currently, there
are 21 occurrences and 4
unconfirmed historic localities in
British Columbia.

Distribution of Aster curtus.

� recently confirmed sites
� unconfirmed sites

For further information, contact the Garry Oak Ecosystems Recovery Team,
or see the web site at: www.goert.ca.
Line art reprinted with permission of the Province of British Columbia.
© February 2002. *Refers to non-native species.





Field description
A white-flowered perennial herb from a creeping rhizome. At intervals, the
rhizome has fibrous roots and fertile or sterile shoots. The unbranched
stems reach 10-30 cm and have broadly lance-shaped alternating leaves 2.5
to 3.5 cm long. Both the lower and upper leaves on the stem are reduced
compared to those in the middle. The 5 to 20 flower heads are borne on
short stalks and are arranged in a terminal, usually unbranched cluster. The
involucral bracts (leaf-like structures enclosing the flower head) are narrow,
white and papery below with a light green tip. The ray flowers (strap-
shaped flowers) are few (1-3), white, 1-3 mm long, and inconspicuous.
The disk flowers (central tube-like flowers) are pale yellow and 9-21 in
number. Both ray and tube flowers are shorter than the pappus
(surrounding tuft of hair-like structures originating from the fruit). Fruit is an
achene (single-seeded, non-splitting shell).

IDENTIFICATION TIPS

White-top aster is easily distinguished from other members of the genus in
British Columbia by the seemingly absent (few, very short, white) ray
flowers that are obscured by the taller pappus. The plants are often
recognized by their characteristic foliage, especially late in the season when
the leaves turn yellow.

Aster curtus Aster curtus

Species at Risk in Garry Oak and Associated Ecosystems in British ColumbiaSpecies at Risk in Garry Oak and Associated Ecosystems in British Columbia

Life history
Shoots of Aster curtus emerge from rhizomes in April, flower buds appear
and June, and flowers open in July and August. Seed dispersal occurs from
September to November. This species has low seed viability, followed by
slow seedling growth. The seedlings apparently compete poorly with other
species resulting in poor seedling establishment. 

Habitat
Aster curtus inhabits very dry meadows in Garry oak woodlands and on
rocky slopes. Soils are shallow on the latter because bedrock is near the
surface. Sites are either exposed or partially shaded by individual trees. The
populations are often found in openings along the edges of woody
vegetation, or under an open overstorey of Garry oak (Quercus garryana),
Arbutus (Arbutus menziesii), oceanspray (Holodiscus discolor), Nootka rose
(Rosa nutkana), snowberry (Symphoricarpos albus), and Scotch broom*
(Cytisus scoparius). Associated native species include kinnikinnick
(Arctostaphylos uva-ursi), common camas (Camassia quamash), broad-
leaved shootingstar (Dodecatheon hendersonii), pretty shootingstar
(Dodecatheon pulchellum), wild strawberry (Fragaria vesca) and licorice fern
(Polypodium glycyrrhiza). However, the sites are sometimes dominated by
introduced grasses. Elevations: 10 – 240 m. 

It is suspected that fire is required to maintain the open grassland habitat
and prevent habitat modification due to succession. However, established
plants can survive under shrub cover for a few years. 
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